
    

Newsletter for  

SPRING 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.habitatcalaveras.org 

Inside This Issue 

PG&E Provides Solar  1 

President’s Message  2 

Advisors and Directors  2 

Women Build Day  3 

Donate on your Tax Return 3 

Donors Recognition  4 

Tithing Factoid   4 

Home Repair Doings  5 

Save Mart Store Escrip donations 5 

Habitat in Haiti   6 

Employee and Board Changes  7 

 

April 

20 6 PM Regular Board Meeting @ Senior Center, San Andreas 
 

May 

18 6 PM Regular Board Meeting @ Senior Center, San Andreas 
 

June 

15 6 PM Regular Board Meeting @ Senior Center, San Andreas 
 

July 

20 6 PM Regular Board Meeting @ Senior Center, San Andreas 
 

August 

17 6 PM Regular Board Meeting @ Senior Center, San Andreas 

27 Habitat Hoedown, Murphys Park, Murphys, CA 
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For the latest info on HfHC, please 
visit our website at 

www.habitatcalaveras.org 

where you can visit Shop for Habi-
tat, at our on-line mall with over 

300 major businesses. 

PG&E Grants Provide for Solar Panels   Saving new Habitat homeowners lots of money on their energy 

bills has become old hat for Habitat for Humanity Calaveras.  We have been installing solar panels on our newly built homes for 

the last 10 years, thanks to the support of Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E).  Our two newest partner families in Cop-

peropolis will enjoy those same benefits. 

Once again this year PG&E has made a $1 million commitment to support the installa-

tion of rooftop solar on 79 homes with 18 different Habitat for Humanity local affili-

ates throughout Northern and Central California.  From the Mendocino Coast to 

Merced, PG&E’s Solar Habitat Program, in partnership with Habitat for Humanity, is 

making affordable housing and solar energy a reality for deserving families.  

For 10 years, PG&E’s Solar Habitat Program has provided more than $9.6 million to 

help respond to the housing needs of families in Northern and Central California.  The 

Program has funded the installation of solar on more than 600 new-construction Hab-

itat for Humanity homes throughout the utility’s Northern and Central California ser-

vice area.  

‘Thanks to PG&E’s support, Habitat homeowners spend less on electricity to keep the overall cost of homeownership low, and 

thereby adding to their home’s value,’ said Frank Meyer, Affiliate Manager for Habitat Calaveras.  

PG&E estimates that the Solar Habitat program lowers the electricity bill of an average household by $500 per year. Each solar 

panel generates nearly 300 kilowatt-hours of clean, renewable energy from sunlight 

per month, avoiding the release of more than 132,000 pounds of carbon dioxide to the 

atmosphere over the 30-year life of the system. In total, Northern California  Habitat 

families have saved $9 million in energy costs through this partnership. 

Late News Flash! 

Habitat’s Mad Habitatters nabbed 

first place at the March 19 Trivia 

Bee sponsored by the Friends of 

the Library on March 19. Congrats 

to [from left] Noel Helmbrecrht, 

John Sproul, and Jeff Airola. 

http://www.habitatcalaveras.org
http://www.habitatcalavera.org
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ReStore Donations 

 

 

Newsletter © 2016 by Habitat 

for Humanity Calaveras 

Your tax-deductible  

donation of a car, boat or RV 

will help to build simple, de-

cent, and  

affordable homes for   

local families in need. 

Call (209) 754–5331 to arrange 
your tax deductible  donation 

President’s Message by Alice Williams 

In April of 2007 I joined a team of volunteers from St. Clare’s Episcopal Church in Avery to 
participate in a Habitat “Build” in New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.  As a 
professional musician I was thrilled to assist in a small way in the building of the “Musicians’ 
Village“ in the Upper Ninth Ward of New Orleans.  I came away from that experience with a 
profound admiration for the work of Habitat for Humanity, a realization of my lack of skill in 
construction, and, most importantly, a tremendous desire to help.   

I immediately joined the Board of Directors of Habitat for Humanity Calaveras and began vol-
unteering: on builds in West Point and Valley Springs, Women Build Days, ReStore, fund-
raising events like Hoedown, and on ground-breakings, house dedications and volunteer 
recognition parties.  In the years since I got involved with HfHC we have built 7 homes for 7 
wonderful families and changed their lives forever. 

All this to say that regardless of your particular skill set or available volunteer time, you can 
join with like-minded folks and make a huge difference in the lives of others!  This year brings 
many challenges to our Calaveras affiliate.  Our wonderful affiliate manager, Frank Meyer, will 
be retiring at the end of June and we will be hiring a full-time Executive Director in his place 
(there is no way to replace Frank!).   

We will be finishing 2 homes in Copperopolis while looking for ways to assist in the Butte Fire 
recovery and expanding our service to the community with on-going programs such as 
“Critical Home Repair” and “A Brush with Kindness”.  As I begin my term as president of the 
Board of Directors I urge you to increase your support of Habitat Calaveras both financially 
and physically, so that we can give a hand up, not a hand-out, to families in need in our own 
backyard! 

Board President Alice Williams visited Assemblyman 
Frank Bigelow at his Capitol office to discuss housing  
affordability issues in Calaveras County. 
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LOOKING for a great deal on slightly used appliances, building  

supplies and more?  Visit the Habitat for Humanity ReStore at  

174 California Street, San Andreas  Open Fri & Sat 9am-4pm 

Habitat Plans for National Women Build Day 

Seeking Volunteers 

Learning while having fun will be the order of the day when Habitat for Humanity brings women from all walks of 
life together to learn construction skills and then to use those skills to build simple, decent  
affordable houses.   

National Women Build Day (NWBD), sponsored by 
Lowe’s, encourages the involvement of women in the 
construction of Habitat homes, challenging them to 
devote at least one day during Women Build week to 
the effort to eliminate poverty housing.  This year’s 
dates are from April 30 to May 7. 

Prior to the Build Day, Lowe’s will be offering two how
-to clinics: How to Safely Use Hand and Power Tools 
on April 16, and Painting and Trim on April 23.  The 
workshops are available to anyone participating in 
Women Build whether or not able to attend actual 
construction day. 
  
“What a Great Day in West Point!” said Alice Wil-
liams.  “I learned so much!” said Barranca Wren.  “It 
was a lot of fun!” said Gwen Starrett.  These were 
typical reactions at our West Point Build Day when 20 
women helped to build a beautiful back deck, build four planter boxes, weed whack a half an acre, and create a 
landscape design of a dry creek with rocks and a mounded landscape with a planted tree.   

With Jan Schmidiger as the lead on the deck building, several women completed a lovely deck with stairs and 
posts for the railing.  They set up a tarp to make the work out of the rain, learning new skills on power saws and 
cutting, power drills and drilling and hammering.   

‘I love to help women improve their skills and accomplish physical results.’ said Jan.  ‘It’s wonderful to step back 
after a days work and say wow, I built that!’  And, all that we build provides shelter for families and children,  
preserving the family unit, which is good for the community. 

If you’d like to participate Women Build, or only attend the Lowe’s clinics, please complete a Volunteer Form 
found at http://www.habitatcalaveras.org/volunteer.html or contact Frank at 754-5331 or Dave at 754-3472. 

Support Habitat by Checking Box 428 on Your Tax Return 

Habitat for Humanity California is now an official Voluntary Contribution Fund on the California State Income Tax Re-
turn.  We want to remind you of this great way to support the organization you love simply by checking box #428 on 
your CA Tax Return. To donate on your 2015 CA Tax Return: 

1)  Find the Voluntary Contributions list on your 540 CA tax return form 

2)   Find box #428 “Habitat for Humanity Fund” 

3) Simply designate how much you would like to donate and help us build! 
Tax return contributions go directly to the Habitat for Humanity Fund of California,  
from which the funds are returned to Habitat for Humanity Calaveras by means of  
automatic matching of donors’ zip codes to our affiliate’s area of service.  

Help make Calaveras County a better place to live by donating to the Habitat for Humanity Fund on your 2015  
California State Income Tax Return.  

http://www.habitatcalaveras.org/volunteer.html
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In Memory of: 

Rev. John & Mrs. June Anderson 

John Berardi          Jerry Marrtin  

Ernie Peck             Colleen Smart 

Walter Vater           Randy Witter  

Seth Turoonjian   

Individuals 

Richard and Mary Anderson 

Jeff and Susan Banke 

Rob Barnaby 

Brenda Bayers 

Terri and Raymond Beaudreau 

Rahn and Patricia Becker 

Claudia Beymer 

Robert J. Burger 

William and Beverly Burton 

Gary Caldwell 

Marian Coahran 

Susan and John Deakyne 

Dave and Doreen DeSchryver 

Larry & Donna Diamond 

Margarette Dzakowic 

Vickie and Roy Ellis 

Beverly Fara 

Robert & Kayla Fitzpatrick 

Isabel & Michael Fortado 

Dave and Jo Ellen Gano 

Carol Garrett 

Dr. Floy Goulart 

 

Roger Hadow 

Delma Harris 

Kathy and Mike Heffernan 

John Hofstetter 

Rob and Diane Jarvi 

Lois N. Johnson 

Penelope Johnson 

Mark and Melanie Jones 

Richard and Susan King 

Pat Lamont 

Cynthia Landavazo 

Bonnie and John Landis 

Jim Lashbrook 

Jane and Bert Lucas 

Phyllis Manford 

Linda Mariani 

Shirley and Robert Mariani 

Judy and Dave McCarroll 

Steve and Carol Mertens 

Tom and Jane Meuser 

Frank and Trisha Meyer 

Tiffany Meyer 

Peter and Karri Michell 

Mrs. Norman Miller 

Churches, Businesses and  

Organizations 

Aspen Street Architects 

Calaveras County Deputy Sheriff's 
Association 

Calaveras Telephone Co. 

MarVal Supermarket 

Native Daughters of the Golden 
West, Murphys 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR DONORS 
(for Funds Received  August 1, 2015 - February 29, 2016) 

GO GREEN! ! !  NEWSL ETTER A VAILABL E BY EMAIL  
I F  Y O U ’ D  L I K E  T O  J O I N  M A N Y  O F  O U R  

R E A D E R S  W H O  H E L P  H A B I T A T  S A V E  P O S T A G E  A N D  R E P R O D U C T I O N  C O S T S  B Y  R E C E I V I N G  T H I S  

N E W S L E T T E R  B Y  E M A I L ,  P L E A S E  S E N D  Y O U R  E M A I L  A D D R E S S  T O :  ad m i n @ h ab i t a t c a l a v e r a s . o r g  

Tithing Factoid: Since the founding of our affiliate we have supported Habitat’s International programs through  
tithing annually.  We have provided housing opportunities for 26 families in Mexico, Haiti, and Nicaragua with 10% of 
the resources we have used in Calaveras County to assist 14 families.  Money goes a heck of a lot further over there! 

Habitat Hoedown Coming to Murphys 

Park,  August 27, 2016 
 

Our 2015 Hoedown was a big success, financially and fun-

wise. Here the crowd is awaiting the start of the featured 

musical entertainment, along with the raffle, great food, and 

silent auction. This year’s Hoedown will be on August 27, 

once again in Murphys Park, with musical entertainment by 

Crystal Image. Tickets on sale soon!   

If you would like to donate auction items, call our office.  

Rosemary Mitchell 

Sally Murphy 

Barbara Nunnelley 

Gary Oing 

Kathy Palmer 

Cindy and Don Pederson 

Colleen Platt 

Bill Price & Candace Diamond 

Robert and Joanna Reagan 

David and Linda Richards 

Mavis Saul 

Raymond Schelegle 

Tom Scheller 

David & Margaret Self 

Roberta Severson 

Ted Shannon 

Val Slankard 

Joceline Stickney 

Sharon Striebel-Thornton 

Bob and Sarah Switek 

Derrick & Lori Tribble 

Virginia Vater 

Alice Williams 

Barbara Witter 

 

In Honor of: 

All Butte Fire Victims 

Frank Meyer 

Jocie Stickney 

mailto:admin@habitatcalaveras.org


 5  

Home Repair Doings 

Our home preservation programs have been active in 2015-16.  We have completed six projects so far this fiscal year.  
We currently have five active projects, two in Valley Springs and one each in Angels Camp, Burson and  
Copperopolis.  Projects range from porch and deck repair, water heater replacement, roof repair/replacement to 
HVAC replacement.  Our clients are low income, usually elderly with fixed incomes and individuals with limited  
mobility.   

Our programs are designed to provide needed interior and exterior repairs for homeowners, so that they may  
maintain a safe, decent, and affordable place to live.  Our range of work has included interior and exterior painting, 
window replacement, minor roof and deck repair and retrofitting for our disabled clients.   We have expanded our 
program to do HVAC and major roof projects as well as pump/septic services in partnership with certified and  
approved professionals. 

We are currently reaching out to Butte Fire families whose homes were damaged, but are repairable.  Through 
grants from the Calaveras Community Foundation and MarVal Markets, we’ll be able to partially or  
completely subsidize repair projects that fall within our scope of activities. 

The work is provided by volunteers using donated materials whenever possible.  Homeowners are encouraged to  
participate in the repair work with sweat equity or if physically unable, support it in other ways. 

To qualify, applicants must own the home they live in, meet income eligibility, and agree to reimburse Habitat  
Calaveras for the cost of materials and/or cost of contracted people when required.  This can be done as a single  
payment or pay off a no-interest loan with affordable monthly payments.   

Monies received from partner families are placed in a revolving Home Repair fund to assist others in need.  We look 
forward to reaching out to more deserving people throughout our community by offering a hand up, not a hand out.  
For more information or to receive an application, contact Affiliate Manager Frank Meyer at 754-5331 
(admin@habitatcalaveras.org) or Construction Coordinator Dave Magann at 754-3472 (davem@habitatcalaveras.org). 

SaveMart Transitions to eScrip 

SaveMart is making some changes to the S.H.A.R.E.S. program, and we want our loyal card users to be the first to 
know!  Starting on April 1, 2016, Save Mart S.H.A.R.E.S. will become ‘Shares powered by eScrip.’  To continue your 
fundraising support for Habitat for Humanity Calaveras, you must enroll in SaveMart’s new program.  They will  
continue to make contributions of up to 3% of shoppers’ qualified purchases if you do so.   

New eScrip shoppers can select Habitat for Humanity Calaveras through the online registration process.  Existing  
eScrip shoppers will need to log into their account and add our organization, if you are not already supporting us. Just 
go to escrip.com/savemart to get started. 

The top ten organizations that accumulate the most ‘Shares powered by eScrip’ contributions for the month of April 
will receive a package of four weekend passes to NASCAR's Toyota/Save Mart 350 race in June at Sonoma Raceway.  
Habitat will distribute these passes to our 4 top supporting ‘Shares powered by eScrip’ shoppers.   

It’s easy to get started.  All you need to do is simply register your phone number or your Save Mart {ŀǾŜ {ƳŀǊǘ  
Rewards (not your SHARES card!) card number. Once registered with eScrip, you will earn up to 3% of the monthly  
purchase amount for us when you tell the cashier your phone number or present your Save Mart {ŀǾŜ {ƳŀǊǘ card 
when you check out.   

Thank  you so much for your continuing support! 

mailto:admin@habitatcalaveras.org
mailto:davem@habitatcalaveras.org
http://www.escrip.com/merchants/identity/savemart/index.jsp
http://www.escrip.com/merchants/identity/savemart/index.jsp
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Ever since its founding in 1994, Habitat Calaveras has forwarded 10% if its net income to Habitat International to 
help reduce poverty housing in other countries less fortunate than ours.  Tithing is an important part of each Habitat 
affiliate’s covenant.  Our Board has designated Haiti and Nicaragua, the two poorest countries in the Western  
Hemisphere, to be our recipient nations.  Here is a report how our tithe, along tithes from affiliates throughout the 
world, are being applied in Haiti. 

The housing need in Haiti 

Eighty percent of Haiti’s population lives on less than $2 per day.  Political instability, food shortages,  
unemployment, tropical storms and hurricanes have kept most Haitians locked in a cycle of poverty for generations.  
Access to housing is equally desperate.  Before the 2010 earthquake, Haiti already faced a severe shortage of houses.  
The earthquake damaged nearly 190,000 houses, and 105,000 more were destroyed, adding to the pre-existing 
backlog of 300,000 houses required to meet the growing shelter needs of the country.  Of the more than 2 million 
affected survivors, more than 1.5 million were left homeless.  Today, land tenure remains the biggest roadblock to 
rebuilding in Haiti.  Only clear and transparent land transfer processes can ensure that long-term housing reconstruc-
tion and redevelopment can take place. 

How Habitat addresses the need  

Habitat’s work in Haiti consists of new home construction, community rebuilding (including retrofits, training and 
capacity building) and land tenure reform advocacy.  Since 1984 Habitat has served more than 55,300 families in Hai-
ti.  Since the 2010 earthquake the affiliates have donated $7.9 Million which has been used to leverage additional 
grants of $51.2 Million from private donors and such organizations as the World Bank, USAID, the United Nations 
and the Government of Canada 

New Home Construction: Before the 2010 earthquake, Habitat constructed more than 2,000 permanent homes in 
the towns of Cabaret, Hinche and Flammands.  As part of its earthquake recovery program, Habitat constructed 300 
more homes in the Santo community of Léogâne.  In 2011, 100 houses were built by volunteers as part of the 28th 
annual Jimmy & Rosalynn Carter Work Project.  Fifty-five more houses were built by volunteers from Haven, an Irish 
NGO.  In 2012, Habitat’s 29th Carter Work Project returned to build an additional 100 homes in Santo.  Habitat also 
constructed 1,500 upgradeable shelters that can be turned into permanent housing. 

Community Rebuilding: In 2010, Habitat launched its multiyear community action plan for Simon-Pelé, a densely 
populated urban neighborhood in Port-au-Prince, to help families improve their living conditions and gain access to 
critical services.  The plan includes the implementation of infrastructure programs, such as building and repairing 
roads, removing rubble, adding street lighting, and installing water points for clean water and drainage; retrofitting 
more than 650 homes (a structural retrofit improves the original house by strengthening it against future natural 
disasters); training 5,000 residents in vocational skills, basic and advanced construction, financial literacy,  

disaster-risk reduction, basic home maintenance, conflict management and  
gender equality; and capacity building of the local community council. 

In 2014, Habitat launched the multi-year Canaan project to assist more than 
30,000 families in need of decent, affordable, safe housing and sustainable neigh-
borhoods.  Support included technical assistance and training to define a commu-
nitywide development plan; identify and prioritize community needs; and help 
families meet international building standards as they build or upgrade their 
homes.  Habitat will also advocate for the formal recognition of this new  
settlement and for land tenure so that families will have a secure foundation on 
which to rebuild their lives. 

Land Tenure Reform Advocacy: In 2011, Habitat created the Haiti Property Law Working Group, which continues to 
develop and implement goals, objectives and priorities to help Haiti deal with long-standing land tenure issues — an 
essential step in helping people gain access to housing. 

Habitat for Humanity in Haiti 



 7  

Since January 1, 2016, the employee roster and board member elections have made significant changes in Habitat 

for Humanity Calaveras. 

First, as noted in her first-ever President’s message (see page 2), Alice Williams was unanimously elected to be the 

newest president of Habitat Calaveras.  She has made a commitment to see Habitat through the many positive 

changes that will bestow us with new employees and board members in the coming months and years.   

Second on the list, we say goodbye to Garrett Browning, who has managed our ReStore for quite some time.  Ever 

the one to help in the community, Garrett has changed careers to assist the survivors of the Butte Fire.  We wish 

him well in his new endeavors. 

Taking his place at the helm of the ReStore, we welcome Chris Lang to the position of ReStore Manager.  Not a 

newbie to the ReStore, Chris (aka: Peggy – you will just have to ask him) has worked many hours helping to  

develop the ReStore into a more professional retail establishment.  Since taking the reins, he has created new  

office space, a new donation area, and is updating the ReStore policy manual (for the benefit and safety of  

employees, volunteers, and patrons).   The ReStore can be contacted at store@habitatcalaveras.org. 

Working with Chris is one of the hardest and most dedicated guys you will ever meet – Antonio Ponce.  Antonio 

will take over donation pickups and help with inventory control.   

One the Board member side, we welcome this month our newest board 

member, Todd Peterson.  Todd hails from Amador County, and is a retired 

teacher, law professor, and attorney.  His background in construction and 

product liability will provide Habitat with expertise that was missing from 

the existing board.   

Todd and his wife were recently caught on camera cheering on the Mad 

Habitatters to a first place finish at the Friends of the Library’s annual Trivia 

Bee.  Welcome aboard, Todd! 

If you would like to volunteer to be on our Board, or work at the ReStore, or on any of our home repair or build 

projects, visit our website, http://www.habitatcalaveras.org/volunteer.html  to fill out a 

volunteer form.   You can also call the office at 754-5331 to receive the form.  Complete 

the 1-page form and return  it via email to admin@habitatcalaveras.org or snail mail to 

Habitat Calaveras, P.O.  1834, San Andreas, CA 95249.  

On a sadder note for Habitat - but happy for him - Frank Meyer, our esteemed  

Affiliate Manager, has announced his retirement, effective June 2016.  Frank has been the 

only manager Habitat Calaveras has known and the public face of Habitat since 2001.   

Alice Williams is leading the search group in charge of finding a new affiliate manager 

(Executive Director) and while she feels Frank can never be replaced, she hopes to make 

our selection in time to have our new Executive Director attend Frank’s retirement party.  

(Yes, Frank – it’s PARTY TIME!) 

Welcome to New Employees  

and Board Member 

mailto:store@habitatcalaveras.org
http://www.habitatcalaveras.org/volunteer.html
mailto:mailtoadmin@habitatcalaveras.org
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YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

Please fill out this form, and make check payable to Habitat for Humanity Calaveras, 

and mail to  P.O. Box 1834, San Andreas, CA 95249.  Thank you! 

Habitat for Humanity is a non-profit organization dedicated 

to building modest affordable homes—volunteers hand in 

hand with families that need a better place to live.  Please 

give generously so that your tax deductible donation to 

Habitat for Humanity Calaveras will help another local family 

achieve the dream of home ownership.  Thank you so much! 

Name:_____________________________________________________ 

 

Address:__________________________________ 

 

City, State:  _______________________________ 

 

Zip Code: __________________________ 

Enclosed is my contribution of $___________ 

I would like to volunteer. Please send me 

information. 

I would like a speaker to make a presentation 

to my  church/club/business/organization. 

I am interested in donating or supplying 

property for building sites or a ReStore. 
I no longer wish to receive this newsletter.  
Please remove my name from your mailing list. 

If your mailing label alerts you that this will your 

Last Issue, it’s because our records show no con-

tact with you for more than 2 years.  Please contact 

our office (754-5331) to continue receiving the 

Newsletter, or consider a donation to help cover  

the cost of its production. 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

San Andreas, CA 95249 
P.O. Box 1834 

San Andreas, CA 95249 

Charge my credit card: 

VISA          Mastercard                       Discover     Exp. Date $ 

Card #___________________________  __________ 

Signature:____________________________________ 

This time only, for $__________ 

Once a month in the amount of $____________ 

Return Service requested 


